
FY 2012-2013

Changes to the Mental Health 
Block Grant



A  F O R M U L A  G R A N T  I S S U E D  B Y  T H E  
F E D E R A L  G O V E R N M E N T  T H R O U G H  S A M H S A

S T A T E S  A P P L Y  F O R ,  A N D  R E C E I V E ,  A  
C H U N K  O F  M O N E Y  T O  B E  U S E D  F O R  S P E C I F I C  
P U R P O S E S  D E T E R M I N E D  B Y  S A M H S A

L A S T  F Y ,  P E N N S Y L V A N I A  R E C E I V E D  $ 1 4 . 4  
M I L L I O N  D O L L A R S  F R O M  S A M H S A

S T A T E S  M U S T  S U B M I T  A  Y E A R L Y  R E P O R T  
T O  S A M H S A  O U T L I N I N G  H O W  B L O C K  G R A N T  
F U N D S  W E R E  U T I L I Z E D

What is the Block Grant??



A F F O R D A B L E  C A R E  A C T  ( H E A L T H C A R E  
R E F O R M )

S A M H S A  I S  L O O K I N G  F O R  A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y  
A N D  O U T C O M E S  ( D A T A )

S A M H S A  W A N T S  T O  S T E A M L I N E  T H E  
M E N T A L  H E A L T H  B L O C K  G R A N T  A N D  T H E  
S U B S T A N C E  A B U S E  B L O C K  G R A N T  
A P P L I C A T I O N  P R O C E S S

Why is it Changing?



G O O D  Q U E S T I O N !  S A M H S A  H A S  N O T  
F I N A L I Z E D  T H E  N E W  G U I D E L I N E S  Y E T  A N D  
I S  S T I L L  W O R K I N G  O U T  T H E  D E T A I L S  A S  W E  
S P E A K

R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  F R O M  P E N N S Y L V A N I A
W I L L  B E  A T T E N D I N G  A  C O N F E R E N C E  I N  
W A S H I N G T O N D . C .  A T  T H E  E N D  O F  J U N E T O  
L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  T H E  P R O P O S E D  
C H A N G E S

W H I L E  W E  C A N  H I G H L I G H T  A  F E W  
C H A N G E S ,  T H E  L I S T  I S  N O T  
C O M P R E H E N S I V E  O R  F I N A L I Z E D

What is Changing?



S A M H S A  I S  A D V O C A T I N G  FOUR NEW 
PURPOSES F O R  B L O C K  G R A N T  F U N D S :

1 . F U N D  T R E A T M E N T  A N D  S E R V I C E S  F O R  
I N D I V I D U A L S  W I T H O U T  I N S U R A N C E

2 . F U N D  T R E A T M E N T  S E R V I C E S  N O T  
C O V E R E D  B Y  M E D I C A I D ,  M E D I C A R E ,  O R  
P R I V A T E  I N S U R A N C E  T H A T  D E M O N S T R A T E  
S U C C E S S  I N  I M P R O V I N G  O U T C O M E S  A N D  
P R O M O T I N G  R E C O V E R Y

Key Changes



3 .  F U N D  P R E V E N T I O N  A C T I V I T I E S  F O R  
I N D I V I D U A L S  N O T  I D E N T I F I E D  A S  N E E D I N G  
T R E A T M E N T

4 .  C O L L E C T  P E R F O R M A N C E  A N D  O U T C O M E  
D A T A  T O  D E T E R M I N E  E F F E C T I V E N E S S  O F  
T R E A T M E N T S  A N D  S E R V I C E S

Key Changes (cont)



T H E  B L O C K  G R A N T  S T I L L  R E Q U I R E S  T H A T  
S T A T E S  M A I N T A I N  A  “ P L A N N I N G  C O U N C I L ”  
W I T H  A T  L E A S T  5 1 %  O F  T H E  M E M B E R S  B E I N G  
C O N S U M E R S / F A M I L Y  M E M B E R S / S U R V I V O R S

T H E  P L A N N I N G  C O U N C I L  I S  S T I L L  R E Q U I R E D  
T O  R E V I E W  T H E  B L O C K  G R A N T  B E F O R E  I T  I S  
S U B M I T T E D  T O  S A M H S A

O M H S A S  I S  C O N V E N I N G  A  B L O C K  G R A N T  
W O R K G R O U P  T H I S  S U M M E R - I F  
I N T E R E S T E D ,  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T  Y O U R  C O -
C H A I R S

What do These Changes Mean 
for the Planning Council?



Additional 
Resources

SAMHSA’s website:
http://www.samhsa.gov/grants/blockgrant

Pennsylvania’s FY 2011/2012 block grant 
application:
http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/ucmprd/groups/webcontent/do

cuments/communication/s_002849.pdf

Pennsylvania’s FY 2010/2011 block grant 
report:

http://www.dpw.state.pa.us/ucmprd/groups/webcontent/do
cuments/report/p_003123.pdf

Jennifer Parker
jenparker@state.pa.us
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